THE   FIRST   LYCEUM   SEASON
time after he obtained his crowning success as Hamlet. Irving's ambition was to a great extent realized. The long series of skirmishes was over: thenceforward, as actor and manager, his career, as we all know, has been a parade, of which Ellen Terry has deservedly shared the honours with him. The story of that parade we will now proceed briefly to tell.
In the autumn of 1878 Irving became manager of the Lyceum Theatre, in succession to Mrs. Bateman, who, when she transferred the reins of management to him, frankly admitted that to his power of attraction as an artist the recent " prosperity of the theatre " had been " entirely attributable." His first business was, obviously, to secure the services of a leading lady, and, as we know, his choice at once fell upon Ellen Terry. In reference to this engagement, " The Theatre " of the ist of October, 1878, says : " The one step with regard to the coming enterprise which is known to have been taken will be held by 107